
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 
‘Geography explains the past, illuminates the present and prepares us for the future. What could be more important 

than that?’ Michael Palin 2007 
 

Our Intent. 
 
Our intent when delivering the Geography curriculum at South Hykeham Primary School is to put front and centre 
the child, our children and the wider world and instil a love of learning about our wonderful world, enabling all 
our children to thrive and make progress. 
Topics informed by the National Curriculum are carefully planned to give our children a rich geographical journey, 
inclusive for all, and develop the skills to become a competent geographer inspiring them to discover environments 
locally, across the UK including the Peak District and the wider world including studying regions of Italy and 
South America. We will adopt an enquiry-led approach drawing on first hand experiences which makes full use of a 
wealth of resources on our doorstep and the wider local area through fieldwork in our school environment, to 
Lincoln and the Peak District. The children will understand processes that give rise to key physical and human 
geographical features of the world, along with how they bring about variation and change over time. We intend to 
develop children’s curiosity and a fascination of the world and its people that will remain with them for the rest 
of their lives and for our children to be advocates of positive change in the world in which we live; the generation 
who makes a difference. 

 



 GEOGRAPHY CURRICULUM FS-YR 6  
  AUTUMN 1 AUTUMN 2 SPRING 1 SPRING 2 SUMMER 1 SUMMER 2 
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LOCAL STUDY—SOUTH  

HYKEHAM 

CONTRASTING ENVIRONMENT 

CITY OF MANAUS— AMAZON  

LOCAL STUDY –OUR SCHOOL  

ENVIRONMENT  
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UK STUDY  

How are the countries of the UK  

different?  

SEASONAL PATTERNS/WEATHER 

How does a country’s location have an im-
pact on its’ climate? 

LOCAL STUDY  

What geographical features define South 
Hykeham, North Hykeham  and Lincoln? 

KS1 

CYCLE B 

SEASONAL PATTERNS/WEATHER 

How does weather change? 

 

NON –EUROPEAN STUDY 

What are the similarities and differences  

between the UK and Brazil? 

MAP SKILLS / UK STUDY/LOCALITY 

How can we use maps to find out about our  
school and local area? 

YEAR 3 UK STUDY  

How can we use maps to find out about 
counties and cities of the UK? 

UK STUDY 

How do rivers, mountains and coasts shape 
our land? 

UK STUDY 

What is life like in the Peak District com-
pared to Lincolnshire? 

YEAR 4 EUROPEAN STUDY 

 Campagnia region of Italy 

What do we know about our European  

neighbours? 

UK STUDY 

Focus on agriculture, industries, human 
and physical features. 

How do physical features  

affect the use of land in our counties and 
how has this changed over time? 

PHYSICAL GEOGRAPHY STUDY 

Why do volcanoes and earthquakes occur 
and what impact do they have on the area? 

YEAR 5 RIVERS 

What is the journey of a river? 

Water cycle 

Physical and human features 

RIVER NILE 

How does a river impact on the use of land 
and people’s lives?  

(Focus on R. Nile) 

CLIMATE CHANGE 

What is climate change and what can we 
do about it? 

YEAR 6 SOUTH AMERICA STUDY 

AMAZON REGION 

What is life like in the Amazon?  

UK STUDY  

PEAK DISTRICT  

What is the purpose of national parks and 
how do they compare? 

CLIMATE CHANGE—GLOBAL GOALKEEP-
ERS 

What is the world’s largest lesson? 



SHCPS Progression in Geography 

  

EYFS 

See separate table for 
specific EYFS links to 
EYFS curriculum. 

Year 1 Year 2 Year 3 Year 4 Year 5 Year 6 

Investigate 
and interpret 
locations. 

Know that there are 
different countries in 
the world and talk 
about the differences 
they have experienced 
or seen in photos  
 
Explain some similari-
ties and differences 
between life in this 
country and life in oth-
er countries, drawing 
on knowledge from 
stories, non-fiction 
texts and (when appro-
priate) maps. 
 
Describe their immedi-
ate environment using 
knowledge from obser-
vation, discussion, sto-
ries, non-fiction texts 
and maps.  
 
Recognise some envi-
ronments that are dif-
ferent to the one in 
which they live.  

 

Name and 
locate 5 
oceans and 7 
continents. 
Name and 
locate 4 
countries of 
the UK and 
their capi-
tals. Weath-
er and sea-
son changes. 

Recap 5 oceans 
and 7 continents. 
Recap 4 coun-
tries and capitals 
of the UK and 
surrounding seas. 
Locate UK 
(including Lin-
colnshire) and 
Brazil on a map. 
Similarities be-
tween the UK 
and Brazil, in-
cluding climates. 
Locate equator, 
north/south 
poles and discuss 
nearby climates 

Locate the conti-
nent of Europe 
and name and key 
countries of -
Italy-link to Ro-
mans. 
 Name and locate 
major cities 
(Rome – link to 
Romans, Naples- 
future study) riv-
ers and mountains 
of the UK. 
Identify coastal 
areas of the UK. 
Recap key cities 
of the UK and 
locate at least 6 
counties incl. Peak 
District/
Derbyshire. 
Carry out re-
search to discov-
er features of 
villages, towns, 
cities. Use 4-
figure grid refer-
ences, index in an 
atlas and basic 
Ordnance Survey 
maps. Can collect 
and accurately 
measure infor-
mation e.g. rain-
fall, temperature. 

Recap counties of 
the UK and their 
cities. 
Name and locate 
countries of Eu-
rope and their 
capitals. 
Locate Italy and 
know land is di-
vided into regions 
(capoluogos) 
Locate Campania 
and key city Na-
ples. 
Locate and know 
the significance 
of the equator 
and hemispheres, 
then locate trop-
ic. 
Locate and name 
some of the 
world’s most fa-
mous volcanoes 
incl. Vesuvius and 
scenes of earth-
quakes. 

Recap continents 
and oceans, as 
well as equator 
and tropics, then 
locate circles and 
lines of latitude/
longitude. 
Locate major riv-
ers of the world 
and the countries 
and continents 
they are in. 
 Name and locate 
countries of Af-
rica that the Riv-
er Nile flows 
through. Label 
parts of a river 
then discuss im-
portance with 
focus on the Riv-
er Nile. Name 
and locate many 
of the world’s 
famous rivers in 
an atlas. De-
scribe localities 
using atlas skills 
and photographs. 
Use Ordnance 
Survey symbols 
and 6 figure grid 
references. Can 
collect and accu-
rately measure 
information e.g. 
temperature. 

Recap continents and 
oceans as well as 
countries/ capitals, 
counties and main 
cities of UK. Recap 
oceans and conti-
nents, alongside 
equator, tropics, cir-
cles, latitude and lon-
gitude before explor-
ing significance of 
time zones. Name and 
locate countries in 
North, Central and 
South  America, ma-
jor cities incl Ma-
naus /capital cities  
and rivers incl. Ama-
zon. 
Locate National parks 
in the UK naming 
countries and coun-
ties they are located. 
Use maps to study 
Ordnance Survey 
symbols, 6 figure 
grid references and 
answer relevant ques-
tions. Can collect and 
accurately measure 
information e.g. rain-
fall, temperature. 



  
Year 1 Year 2 Year 3 Year 4 Year 5 Year 6 EYFS 

Changes over 
time 

Changes of the 
school and vil-
lage over time. 
Growth of South 
Hykeham and 
North Hykeham. 
Effect of chang-
es of landscape 
locally eg more 
people, more 
housing, agricul-
tural use of land. 
  
  

Changes of the 
school and vil-
lage over time. 
Growth of South 
Hykeham, North 
Hykeham and 
Lincoln. 
Positive and neg-
ative changes to 
UK and Brazil 
over time. 
Effects of 
changes on Lin-
colnshire’s land-
scapes including 
revolutions. 

Settlements 
causing landscape 
changes. 
Impact of devel-
opment of tour-
ism/ industrial 
and agricultural 
revolutions over 
time – Peak Dis-
trict, Sheffield/ 
Lincoln. 
Understand how 
rivers have 
changed the 
landscape over 
time -human and 
physically. 
  
  
  

Compare and 
contrast human 
and physical ef-
fects of revolu-
tions over time 
in counties and 
cities incl.  
(Sheffield) Der-
byshire and 
(Lincoln) Lincoln-
shire. 
 Effect of grow-
ing populations 
and different 
population densi-
ties on locations. 
Effects of agri-
cultural and in-
dustrial revolu-
tions – change of 
land use, eco-
nomic impacts. 
Impact and ef-
fects that volca-
noes and earth-
quakes have on a 
location eg Pom-
peii. 

River uses and 
effects on land-
scape over time 
– River Nile. 
Know what im-
pact humans 
have on climate 
change over 
time. 
Know how has 
our climate 
changed over 
the years. 

Industrial and Agri-
cultural Revolution 
and how these added 
to the development 
of national parks 
over time. 
Effect of World 
Wars’ on Lincoln-
shire. 
Land use changes, 
topographical chang-
es of the Peak Dis-
trict and Amazon 
region over time. 
Impact of physical 
and human elements 
on environment over 
time eg deforesta-
tion, CO2 emission, 
tourism. 
  

Changes over 
time school and 
village getting 
more people and 
growing. 
 
Begin to under-
stand the need 
to respect and 
care for the nat-
ural environment 
and all living 
things . 



 
Year 1 Year 2 Year 3 Year 4 Year 5 Year 6 EYFS 

Human and  
Physical  

Geography 

Characteristics 
of the 4 coun-
tries of the UK. 
Fieldwork of lo-
cal area (school 
grounds and vil-
lage) Difference 
between village, 
town and city. 

Characteristics 
of the 4 coun-
tries of the UK. 
Similarities and 
differences be-
tween UK and 
Brazil. To recog-
nise the human 
and physical 
characteristics 
and uses of a 
rainforest 

Identify human 
features eg tour-
ism and impacts 
on the Peak dis-
trict. 
Identify physical 
features of the 
Peak District. 
Identify coastal 
features and 
coastal land-
marks of the UK. 
Know features of 
how a river 
changes from 
source to mouth- 
erosion, widens, 
speed of flow. 

Identify the hu-
man and physical 
effects on Shef-
field/ Peak Dis-
trict/Derbyshire  
as a result of 
industrial and 
agricultural rev-
olutions. 
Identify the hu-
man and physical 
effects on Lin-
coln and Lincoln-
shire as a result 
of industrial and 
agricultural rev-
olutions. 
  

Use of rivers – 
economic, trade, 
distribution of 
resources. Name 
parts of the riv-
er and its jour-
ney. 
Know the physi-
cal features of 
the River Nile 
including 3 main 
tributaries; the 
White Nile, The 
Blue Nile and 
the Atbara. 
Know the water 
cycle and its ef-
fects on the en-
vironment. 
Know the ef-
fects of climate 
change on the 
environment and 
what effects 
these are having 
on humans. 

Use of rivers - Ama-
zon – economic, 
trade links, distribu-
tion of resources 
and natural re-
sources. Develop-
ment of National 
parks due to revolu-
tions physical and 
human and effects 
of this. 
Impact of tourism 
on National Parks – 
Peak District. 
Human and physical 
features of the Am-
azon region. 
Understand how the 
Amazon impacts the 
whole world – stabi-
lising the climate. 
Climate biomes – 
Amazon, Peak Dis-
trict, Yellowstone 
National park. 
Vegetation belts. 
  

Know some simi-
larities and dif-
ferences be-
tween the natu-
ral world around 
them and con-
trasting environ-
ments, drawing 
on their experi-
ences and what 
has been read in 
class. 

Understand 
some important 
processes and 
changes in the 
natural world 
around them, 
including the 
seasons.  
 
Use all their 
senses in hands-
on exploration of 
natural materi-
als.  
 
Begin to under-
stand the need 
to respect and 
care for the nat-
ural environment 
and all living 
things.  
 
 

 



 

Year 1 Year 2 Year 3 Year 4 Year 5 Year 6 EYFS 

Geographical  
communication 

Use of maps and 
globes to locate 
oceans and con-
tinents. Range of 
photographs to 
study landmarks. 
Drawing simple 
maps. Explain 
where they live, 
address, what 
makes a village 
etc… Think 
about what they 
like and dislike 
about places. 

Use of maps and 
globes to locate 
oceans and con-
tinents. Range of 
photographs to 
study landmarks. 
Drawing maps. 
Explain what 
they like/dislike 
an area and why 
thinking about 
the effects on 
people, habitats, 
etc. Compare the 
climates of dif-
ferent places. 

Use maps, atlas-
es, globes and 
digital/computer 
mapping to locate 
countries and 
describe fea-
tures studied. 
Use 8-point com-
pass. Use 4 – fig-
ure grid refer-
ences. 

Use maps, atlas-
es, globes and 
digital/computer 
mapping to lo-
cate countries 
and describe 
features stud-
ied. Use 8-point 
compass. Use 6 – 
figure grid ref-
erences. 

Describe how 
volcanoes and 
earthquakes are 
created and the 
effect they can 
have. 

Explain why peo-
ple choose to 
settle where 
they do, drawing 
on features and 
changes over 
time. 

Use maps, atlas-
es, globes and 
digital/computer 
mapping to lo-
cate countries 
and describe 
features stud-
ied. Communi-
cate how im-
portant the Riv-
er Nile has been 
over the years. 

Communicate 
how important it 
is to understand 
climate change 
and what action 
can be taken in 
our school to 
help. 

Use 8-point com-
pass. Use 6 – 
figure grid ref-
erences. 

Use maps, atlases, 
globes and digital/
computer mapping to 
locate countries and 
describe features 
studied 

Explain how we can 
help climate change 

Explain the impact 
of revolutions on 
land use. 

  

Understand position 
through words 
alone. For example, 
“The bag is under 
the table,” – with no 
pointing. 

Describe a familiar 
route. 

Discuss routes and 
locations, using 
words like ‘in front 
of’ and ‘behind’. 



 Year 1 Year 2 Year 3 Year 4 Year 5 Year 6 EYFS 

Map skills and 
fieldwork. 

Use simple field-
work and obser-
vational skills to 
study the geog-
raphy of the 
school and its 
grounds and the 
key human and 
physical features 
of its surround-
ing environment. 

Use world maps, 
atlases and 
globes to identi-
fy the United 
Kingdom and its 
countries. 

  

Use simple field-
work and obser-
vational skills to 
study the geog-
raphy of the 
school and its 
grounds and the 
key human and 
physical features 
of its surround-
ing environment 

Use aerial photo-
graphs and plan 
perspectives to 
recognise land-
marks and basic 
human and physi-
cal features; de-
vise a simple map 
and use and con-
struct basic 
symbols in a key. 
Use world maps, 
atlases and 
globes to identi-
fy the countries 
of UK, conti-
nents and 
oceans. 

Use fieldwork to 
observe, meas-
ure, record and 
present the hu-
man and physical 
features of the 
local area using a 
range of meth-
ods, including 
sketch maps, 
plans and graphs 
and digital tech-
nologies. 

Use maps, atlas-
es, globes and 
digital mapping to 
locate countries 
of UK and Europe 
and describe fea-
tures studied. 
Draw simple maps 
of local area with 
some basic Ord-
nance Survey 
symbols. Read 4-
figure grid-
references 

Use fieldwork to 
observe, meas-
ure, record and 
present the hu-
man and physical 
features of the 
local area using a 
range of meth-
ods, including 
sketch maps, 
plans and graphs 
and digital tech-
nologies. 

Use maps, atlas-
es, globes and 
digital mapping 
to locate coun-
tries of UK and 
Europe and de-
scribe features 
studied. Read 6-
figure grid-
references 

Use maps, atlas-
es, globes and 
digital mapping 
to locate rivers 
of the world and 
countries of Af-
rica, describing 
features stud-
ied. Draw simple 
maps of local 
area with Ord-
nance Survey 
symbols. Read 6-
figure grid-
references. 

Use fieldwork to ob-
serve, measure, rec-
ord and present the 
human and physical 
features of the local 
area using a range of 
methods, including 
sketch maps, plans 
and graphs and digi-
tal technologies 

Plan independent 
fieldwork project to 
conduct to compare 
locality with South 
America /Amazon 
region. 

Use maps, atlases, 
globes and digital 
mapping to locate 
countries of North 
and Central America 
and describe fea-
tures studied. Draw 
simple maps of area 
with Ordnance Sur-
vey symbols. Read 6-
figure grid-
references. 

Understand 
position 
through words 
alone. For ex-
ample, “The 
bag is under 
the table,” – 
with no point-
ing.  

Describe a 
familiar route.  

Discuss routes 
and locations, 
using words 
like ‘in front 
of’ and 
‘behind’.  

Draw information 
from a simple 
map. 

Explore the nat-
ural world around 
them.  



 

Year 1 Year 2 Year 3 Year 4 Year 5 Year 6 EYFS 

Fieldwork  
Location 

School grounds 
and South Hyke-
ham village 

School grounds 
South Hykeham 
village 

Lincoln Lincoln, Lincoln-
shire 

South Hykeham.  

Lincoln. 

Lincoln, Lincoln-
shire, Peak Dis-
trict 

 



SHCPS Geography Skills Progression 

EYFS 

As the EYFS framework is structured very differently to the national curriculum being organised across seven areas of learning rather than subject areas, the 
following document is to show how the skills taught across EYFS feed into national curriculum subjects. 

 The table below outlines the most relevant statements taken from the Early Learning Goals in the EYFS statutory framework and the Development Matters age 
ranges for Three and Four-Year-Olds and Reception to match the programme of study for geography.. 

EYFS FRAMEWORK  

Three and 
Four-Year 
Olds 

Mathematics  Understand position through words alone. For example, “The bag is under the table,” – with no pointing. 

Describe a familiar route. 

Discuss routes and locations, using words like ‘in front of’ and ‘behind’. 

Understanding the World  Use all their senses in hands-on exploration of natural materials. 

Begin to understand the need to respect and care for the natural environment and all living things. 

Know that there are different countries in the world and talk about the differences they have 
experienced or seen in photos. 

Reception Understanding the World  Draw information from a simple map. 

Recognise some similarities and differences between life in this country and life in other countries. 

Explore the natural world around them. 

Recognise some environments that are different to the one in which they live. 

ELG Understanding 
the World  

People, Culture 
and Communities 

Describe their immediate environment using knowledge from observation, discussion, stories, non-
fiction texts and maps. 

Explain some similarities and differences between life in this country and life in other countries, draw-
ing on knowledge from stories, non-fiction texts and (when appropriate) maps. 

The Natural 
World 

Know some similarities and differences between the natural world around them and contrasting envi-
ronments, drawing on their experiences and what has been read in class. 

Understand some important processes and changes in the natural world around them, including the 
seasons. 


